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South Keys Landing Homeowners Association Newsletter, Fall 2011

Website Updates – www.southkeyslanding.com
The following information and links have recently been added to the South Keys Landing website:
· New SKL Committee Member contact information;

· City of Ottawa garbage collection calendar;

· Information for owners seeking Committee approval for exterior additions pursuant to 6.2 of the Joint Use Agreement; and

· Weblinks to City Councillor Chernushenko and City of Ottawa area development applications.

New Traffic Signs
A second “No Exit” sign has been posted on Glenhaven near the Westvalley island intersection. We expect these signs will continue to discourage drivers from attempting to shortcut from Walkley to Brookfield through our neighbourhood.  


Traffic and Speeding
Please note that the speed limit throughout the neighbourhood is 15 km/h.  There have been concerns and complaints about speeders, including residents. If you are aware of anyone driving unsafely in our neighbourhood, you can contact the management company [PMA] with particulars (licence plate number, make of car, address of owner, etc.) and PMA will follow up with the owners pursuant to the Joint Use Agreement. 

Parking Violations
Parking violations, i.e., any vehicle parked on a neighbourhood road (which are deemed to be fire lanes by the City), can be reported by anyone to City of Ottawa by-law enforcement by calling 311. For owners parked in visitor parking in violation of the Joint Use Agreement, again, please contact our management company with sufficient particulars for PMA to follow up with the particular owner or resident.
The Committee would prefer not to hire parking enforcement or install speed bumps or take other action that would result in a significant increase to fees for common expenses in response to continued chronic parking and traffic violations. Owners are reminded that they are responsible for their tenants.

Lawns and Driveways
A few reminders:

· Owners are responsible for maintaining their lawns in conformance with city by-laws.

· Garbage, green and recycling bins should not be placed on the curb before 7pm the day before pick up.

· Garbage, green and recycling bins should not be left in view of the street; please place them in your garage or inside when not on the curb for pick up.

Winter Reminders and Snow Removal
With any luck, this won’t be a concern for some time, but as colder weather approaches, just a friendly reminder that owners should turn off outside water taps and disconnect hoses to prevent freezing and damage.  Also, snow clearance and removal operations will now be done by our new contractor. To help facilitate snow removal and safe roads, please do not put snow from your driveway onto the street (if it falls on your property, keep it on your property!). Also, when removal operations are being done, please have visitors move their vehicles out of visitor parking to enable the contractor to clear the parking areas. 

Pets and Common Areas
In the last newsletter, coming out of the Annual General Meeting, the Committee invited comments from community members on the issue of opening up the park for pet owners, as there is currently a “no dogs” sign at the entrance to the park.  To date, no comments have been received one way or the other.  In the meantime, a reminder of the Rules regarding pets from the Joint Use Agreement (Schedule D), which states in part: “Pets shall be kept on a hand held leash when not confined in the dwelling or fenced areas of the Unit. Owners are required to "stoop and scoop" on the Common Property and all exterior areas adjacent to Units including driveways, front yards, side yards and rear yards, whether fenced or not.”

Sales and Estoppel Certificates
A reminder to homeowners that if they are selling their house, they should remind their real estate agents that the purchaser should obtain an Estoppel Certificate by contacting our property manager. The Estoppel Certificate provides critical information to new homeowners regarding the Association, monthly fees and other obligations. At a minimum, new owners should at least provide their contact information. 

Volunteers Still Needed
We’re still looking for volunteers to help organize events like a community garage sale, community cleaning day and community BBQ next year! If you’re interested in participating or helping out, contact a board member or send us an email at southkeyslanding@gmail.com! 

Budget and Fees 2012
The Committee is currently planning the budget for the coming year. It is anticipated that a small increase in monthly fees will be necessary to fulfill the Association’s budgetary obligations pursuant to the Joint Use Agreement. A notice will be sent to all homeowners in December confirming the monthly common expenses fee for 2012.

Contact and Comments
The Committee welcomes feedback and comments at any time; owners and residents do not need to wait until the next Annual General Meeting to do so! Feel free to contact our property manager Norean Harris at (613) 742-5778 x234, send an email to southkeyslanding@gmail.com or check out the SKL website at www.southkeyslanding.com for Committee contact information.  

Thank you!
The South Keys Landing Owners’ Committee
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